Early Elizabethan England 1558-88
Key Topic 3: Elizabethan society in the Age of Exploration, 1558-88
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	Topic
	Learned
	Revised

	3.1 Education and leisure
	
	

	1.1 Education
	
	

	1.2 Sport, pastimes and the theatre
	
	

	3.2 The problem of the poor
	
	

	2.1 Reasons for the increase in poverty and vagabondage
	
	

	2.2 Changing attitudes and policies towards the poor
	
	

	 3.3 Exploration and voyages of discovery
	
	

	3.1 Factors prompting exploration
	
	

	3.2 Reasons for Drake’s circumnavigation
	
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]3.4 Raleigh and Virginia
	
	

	4.1 Significance of Raleigh
	
	

	4.2 Attempted colonisation of Virginia
	
	

	4.3 Reasons for the failure of Virginia
	
	



Key Topic 3.1 Education and Leisure
How different was Elizabethan education?

[image: ]
Source A: The different educational expectations of Elizabethan children according to class (social standing) and gender
	Study the table and complete the tasks below.
(1) Give two things that you can infer about Elizabethan education from source A.
One thing I can infer is….


A detail in the source that backs this up is….


A second thing I can infer is…


(2) Use source A to explain why literacy increased for males but not females under Elizabeth I’s reign. 







TASK - Read about Education in Elizabethan England. Use 2 colours to highlight any similarities and differences between education in Elizabethan England and Education in England today.
Education in Elizabethan England

Attitudes to Education: Education was increasingly valued in Elizabethan England but it was not designed for social mobility (being able to improve your position in society). Instead, it was designed to prepare you for the life you had been born into.

Similarities	

Differences  


Only a small percentage of children went to school at all, and the few who did were predominately boys. Education became more common in towns, but little changed in the countryside.
Some new 16th century thinkers, known as humanists, thought education was important not just for practical life skills, but so that people could fully develop as human beings. Protestants thought one of the most important reasons to teach literacy was so that people could read the Bible for themselves.





	Noble children learned foreign languages such as Latin and Greek. Other lessons focused on History, Philosophy, Government and Theology. As Elizabeth I was highly educated in these subjects, noble families wanted their daughters to be, so they would do well at court. Girls were also taught music, dancing, needlework, horse riding and archery. Boys also learned horse riding and archery, and ‘male’ subjects like fencing, swimming and wrestling. Noble children were often educated in other noble families’ homes, to make useful social contacts.



	Grammar schools were private schools for boys considered bright, from well-off ‘middling sort’ families. Some poor boys were able to go thanks to donations and money left in people’s wills. Girls from the ‘middling sort’ were usually educated at home by their mothers, preparing them for married life and running a household.
The school year was long, with holidays only at Christmas and Easter. School days could last 10 hours. The curriculum was based around Latin, studying ancient writers. A lot of time was spent memorising Bible passages and other texts dealing with morals and manners. Public speaking and debating were practiced because they were thought to be important skills for gentlemen.



	School discipline and punishments Teachers were responsible in the classroom, but outside lessons, boys were appointed as monitors and had to report on others’ misbehaviour’. Look at the list of punishments below. How do these compare with modern day school punishments?
· exclusion
· being kept in at break
· being on report, with the teacher reporting back to parents
· corporal punishment, such as caning
· being expelled



Education for other children Merchants and craftsmen – some grammar schools ran an alternative curriculum for these men’s sons, preparing them for their lives with English, Writing, Arithmetic and Geography. Skilled craftsmen and yeomen – grammar schools for boys of this background would come in the form of apprenticeships, where they would learn what was needed to run the family business or farm. For boys, going to school depended on whether or not their family could manage without them helping in the family business. Those who went often left at a young age to start work.
Petty schools 
These were often set up and run in a teacher’s home. Boys from families with some money to spare for education would send them. They learned Reading and Writing in English, as well as basic Arithmetic. Punishments, including beatings for not doing well in lessons, were common.
[image: See the source image]
	Dame schools These provided a basic education for the few girls who went to school, and were run by local, educated women. Since girls would go from their father’s care to their husband’s, they did not learn to support themselves. They learned skills such as preserving food, baking, brewing, sewing and treat simple injuries.



   
	Labourers and poor children The majority of children were from labouring or farming families. They had no schooling, learning what they needed from their families. They needed to contribute to their families’ livelihood and did not need to be able to read or write. The most important thing for these families was to get their children earing money and working.


[image: ]
	Higher education A very small number of men went to university, starting at age 14 or 15. There were only two, Oxford and Cambridge. The curriculum included Geometry, Music,
Astronomy, Philosophy, Logic, Rhetoric, Medicine, Law and Divinity. Elizabeth and one of her Privy
Councillors founded extra university colleges to train more Protestant clergymen.


            Jesus College Oxford
	Task – Use the information to complete comprehension tasks

1. Give two examples of Elizabethan schools and say who they were for




2. Why did Education become more important in Elizabethan times?




3. Can you find any examples to explain why education progressed in Elizabethan times?






 
	Exam Question - Describe two features of Elizabethan education. (4 marks)
Exam tip! You need to make 2 points and develop each one with supporting detail.

One feature was…






A second feature was…










Did leisure and entertainment bring the Elizabethans together?
TASK - Read about Elizabethan sport and leisure and complete the table by identifying which groups of people did which activities. If something was done by all, but in separate social groups, place a * by it.
	Upper Class
	All Classes
	Lower Class

	
· Fencing











	
· Wrestling*
	



[image: ]Elizabethan Sport and Leisure
In Elizabethan England, your social class and gender could determine what sports and leisure activities you could participate in. The wealthier classes had much more opportunity to enjoy leisure pursuits. Some sports played by the nobility included hunting on horseback, with hounds (both men &women), hawking (men and women), fishing (men and women), fencing (men) and real tennis (men)

When it came to taking part in sports, there were more options for men than women. Some sports were played by men of all social classes, although they would not take part together. Wrestling and swimming were popular with men of all classes. Noble men would wrestle in private whereas men of a lower social class would take part in public wrestling matches. Gambling on the outcome was very popular. The nobility and gentry would often bet and watch alongside the other classes.

[image: http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2014/1/8/1389184382043/Elizabethan-Football-wood-008.jpg]Working people, such as craftsmen, farmers and labourers played football. It was extremely violent. And matches could last for hours. The aim of the game was similar to football matches today: to score a goal. Football did not resemble the modern game. There were no rules against picking up the ball and running with it, goals themselves came in all shapes and sizes, the number of players varied, tripping up the opposing team’s players was allowed and pitches came in all sizes. Sometimes the streets were pitches, sometime it was the countryside between two opposing village teams. In fact, there really were no rules.

The Elizabethans enjoyed watching sporting competitions, such as wrestling or tennis, depending upon their class. Watching animals fight to the death was also considered entertainment and people of all classes would watch, even Elizabeth I. Often, large sums of money would be gambled on the outcomes.
[image: See the source image]Two example of spectator sports were Baiting and Cockfighting. During a baiting, a bear would be chained to a post and dogs unleashed against it. Despite the bear’s teeth being broken short so that they could not bite the dogs, many were killed as the bear lashed out with its claws. Care was taken not to kill the bears as they were very expensive.
Bear baiting was so popular in Elizabethan England that special arenas were built in London to house them. All classes of people enjoyed watching what they considered to be a sport, including the queen.

Cock-fighting: cockerels were made to wear metal spurs to attack each other! Many places, even small towns, had special arenas built for cock-fighting. All classes enjoyed it and bet huge sums on the outcomes of the fights. Puritans disapproved of baiting and cock-fighting because the fights were usually held on Sundays, which they considered to be a holy day.

Elizabethan Pastimes
There was a lot of new literature written during Elizabeth I’s reign. History was a very popular subject, as were accounts of exploration, and translations of Latin and Greek classics. Most well-educated people wrote poetry, including the queen. Theatre, meanwhile, was undergoing a revolution in Elizabeth I’s reign.
[image: See the source image]Theatre developed as a result of Protestantism. At the start of Elizabeth’s reign, mystery plays were a common form of theatre. These plays focused on the Bible and saints. Some Protestants believed that the centuries-old plays were another way for the Catholic Church to control interpretations of the Bible and the plays kept their memories in the public imagination. Elizabeth was concerned that they would encourage religious violence, so her government put a stop to them. Theatre instead turned to new, non-religious plays.
These non-religious plays were more exciting than the older religious plays, as unlike Bible stories, the endings were not already known. Comedies were also popular. The demand for theatre rocketed and theatre companies were formed across England. They were usually established and funded by members of the nobility. The Earl of Leicester had his own company called Leicester’s Men, and in 1583, Elizabeth I established The Queen’s Men.
[image: See the source image]Music: Elizabethans of all classes were passionate about music.
Many people played instruments. Elizabethan instruments included lutes (similar to guitars) and spinets and harpsichords (all similar to pianos). These were expensive instruments and would be found in noble and upper class households. Bagpipes and fiddles were especially popular with the lower classes. 
Listening to music performances was also hugely popular. Wealthy families would employ their own musicians to play during meals and feasts (only men could be paid musicians). The lower classes would listen to music at n public events. Towns employed musicians to play these events. There was music in church, taverns, barbers’ shops and the streets. Books of popular songs could be bought.
New music was being composed to accompany the new plays in the theatre. There were also developments in musical instruments which contributed to more new music being composed during Elizabeth’s reign.
Dancing was very popular. Upper and lower class people did not dance together, but it did bring men and women together.
	Can you find any examples/ evidence of how the headings below influenced Elizabethan entertainment and leisure? Use the key below and highlight examples from the text. 

Religion. 
Gender. 
Social hierarchy

When you have finished write a paragraph for each explaining how it influenced entertainment.











 
	Exam Question - Describe two features of Elizabethan sport and leisure. (4 marks)

One feature of Elizabethan sport and leisure is…

This was…



Another feature was…

For example…








Key Topic 3.2 The problem of the poor
Why was there increasing poverty during the Elizabethan era?Read the cards and begin to sort them into groups. Some suggested groups are:
· Employment 
· Inflation (increasing prices)
· Sheep farming
·  
·  
There is space for some extra groups if you need it.



	Enclosing 
	An area that is surrounded by a barrier

	Tenant farmer
	A person who rents the land that they farm

	Entry fee
	A fee incurred by a person who took over a piece of land 

	Vagabonds
	Homeless people without work, who roamed the countryside begging 

	Trade embargo 
	A ban on trade



	The population increased by 35%
between 1558 and 1603
	Food production did not keep
up with population growth
	As the population increased
there was more demand for land

	Urban areas needed food but
they did not grown any
	There were poor harvests which
led to increased prices
	As the population increased the
number of available jobs
remained the same

	Wool and woollen cloth was 80%
of England’s exports which
made sheep farming very important.
	As the demand for land
increased so too did the prices
charged by land owners
	Enclosing land meant replacing
large open fields with individual
strips with individual fields owned
by one person

	Food was grown in the
countryside and brought into the
towns for sale
	Towns and cities grew at an
alarming rate
	Bread was the basis for people’s
diets and grain prices increased
dramatically

	Tenants who could not afford
land were evicted
	Some crops were grown just for
animal consumption
	Taking over new land meant
paying an ‘entry fee’

	Sheep farming took over
common land
	Most people worked in rural
areas
	Wages did not keep pace with
prices

	The price of wool went up as the
demand for woollen cloth
increased
	With more people wanting work,
wages decreased
	Sheep farming required less
labour so it led unemployment

	Rural depopulation made
vagabondage worse as people
went to cities looking for work
	City life was hard. It left people
with no choice but begging or
crime to survive
	Vagabonds lived outside of the
strict social hierarchy of Tudor
England. They had no place, no employer, no master and did not follow law.

	Small farms were merged and
Tenant farmers evicted. This led
to rural unemployment and
depopulation as people left to
look for a better life
	Homeless people without jobs
were often accused of
committing crimes and were
seen as a threat to law and
order
	Outside London’s city walls, poor people lived in tightly packed shacks. outside the walls, they
were beyond authority of the
government

	Increased urban population
meant urban food prices
increased
	Farming sheep became very profitable. Only larger farms could afford sheep.
	London had a population of
150,000. Norwich, the second
biggest city, had a population of
15,000

	Landowners and employers cut
wages to keep their costs down
	Land once used for food
production was now used for
sheep farming
	Trade embargos with the
Netherlands led to
unemployment and vagrancy



	
1. Can you select 3 cards that are the most important in explaining why poverty increased? Discuss these with your partner.

·  
·  
·  

2. Is there one key factor that led to increasing poverty in the Elizabethan era? (E.g. sheep farming). Make a judgement and identify the cards that best support your opinion and complete the paragraph below.

The main cause of poverty was…


For example…





This increased poverty because…








	Different
problems
	Descriptions

	Population
growth
	· The population increased by 35% between 1558 and 1603
· Towns and cities grew very fast
· London had a population of 150,000. Norwich was the second largest city with a population of 150,000

	Urban (town and
cities) growth
	· Towns needed food, but did not grow it
· More people to feed in towns meant urban food prices increased
· Food was grown in country side and bought into town

	Inflation (rising
prices)
	· Poor harvests led to higher prices
· Food production did not keep pace with population growth
· Bread was the main part of people’s diet and grain prices increased the most
· Wages did not keep up with prices

	Employment
	· Most people worked in rural areas
· The number of jobs did not keep pace with the growing population
· More people for jobs led to lower wages

	Use of land
	· A growing population led to more demand for land
· Demand for land meant increased rents
· Taking over new land meant paying an entry fee
· Tenants who could not afford land were evicted

	Sheep farming
	· Wool and woollen cloth was 80% of all exports
· Price of wool increased with the demand
· Sheep farming became profitable (only larger farms could afford sheep farming)
· Sheep took over common land
· Sheep farming required less labour
· Crops were grown for animal consumption whilst people starved

	Enclosure
	· This meant replacing large open fields with individual strips of land with individual fields owned by one person
· Small farms were merged and tenant farmers were evicted
· This led to rural unemployment and depopulation as people left in search of a better life

	The urban poor
	· Rural depopulation increased vagabondage as people left to the cities in search of work
· City life was hard and people begged or committed crimes to survive
· Outside London’s walls, poor people lived in shacks
· Outside these walls they were beyond the authority of the government

	Vagabondage
	· Homeless people without jobs
· These people were often accused of crimes
· Lived outside of the strict social hierarchy
· They were seen as a threat to law and order



	TASK – Study the problems table. On a separate piece of paper create a flow diagram or a mind map that explains how the different problems in Elizabethan England led to poverty and vagabondage.  Use facts, illustrations and detail.






What was the impact of enclosure?
Read about enclosure below and identify who benefited and who lost out as a result of enclosure. Use the key below and highlight the evidence.
People who benefitted                     People who lost out

The enclosure happened throughout the Tudor period, although by the end of the 1500s only 2 – 3% of land was enclosed. Enclosure meant replacing large open fields where villagers had strips of land which had been in their family for generations. They were replaced with individual fields belonging to one wealthier person.

This lead to small farms being merged together and tenant farmers evicted, which meant unemployment and rural depopulation. Therefore enclosure caused anger and resentment.

Why was the land enclosed?
· Improve the breeding of animals due to better knowledge (more literacy and books). This meant animals had to be enclosed to stop them wandering off and tramping crops.
· Better knowledge of farming techniques (land drainage, fertilisers) produced more crops. Enclosed fields were easier to drain and could look after larger crops.
· Some farmers rotated the use of fields between animals and crops. Animals fertilised fields which improved soil quality and therefore crop growth.

	Benefits of enclosure
	Cost of enclosure

	1. Landowners got rich
2. Better farming techniques
	1. Ordinary farm labourers or those who rented land lost out.
2. Fewer labourers needed as crop growth improved
3. Animal farming needed fewer labourers



	Exam Question - Explain why there was increasing poverty during the Elizabethan era
You may use the following in your answer:
• Enclosure
• Sheep farming
You must also use information of your own. (12 marks)



	P – One reason why there was increasing poverty is…
	E – For example…
	E – This led to increasing poverty because…

	









	1.  




2. 
	

	












	1.  





2. 
	

	













	1.  





2. 
	




How did society respond to the problems caused by poverty?

KEY ACTS
[image: ]


	TASK - Study the knowledge cards and begin to sort them into the categories below. Use the key provided to show each category.
Causes of poverty
Treatment of the poor
Events that changed people’s attitudes to the poor



	a. In 1558 there was limited poor relief paid for by a special tax called the poor rate. This was only for the Impotent or deserving poor.
	b. In 1563 Lord Burghley was concerned that the large numbers of homeless and unemployed people could present a serious threat to law and order.
	c. In 1576 the Poor Relief Act was introduced. This distinguish between the able bodied and the impotent poor. JPs were to provide the able with wool and raw materials to enable them to make things to sell. If they
refused they went to a special
prison

	d. In 1563 Phillip II banned the import of English cloth to the Netherlands. This significantly affected those employed in the woollen and cloth industry.
	e. In 1558 vagrants were whipped and removed from parishes if they had not been born there.
	f. In the 1560s pamphleteers stirred up fear of the poor and the vagrants. Attitudes changed and people began to think that vagrants were a real issue and linked them to crime and the spreading of disease.

	g. In 1563 the Statute of Artificers was passed. This law ensured that poor relief was collected. Refusal to pay sometimes lead to imprisonment. Officials failing to organise could be fined up to £20.
	h. In 1572 the Vagabonds Act was passed. This said that vagrants were to be whipped and a hole drilled though each ear. A second offence was prison and the death penalty for a third offence
	i. In the 1573s vagrancy laws were not always carried out, for
example in some towns less than
10% of vagrants were whipped.
Often they were given money
and sent on their way

	j. In 1569, the town of Ipswich established a special school for poor children and a hospital for the very sick. Although this was not common through the country but attitudes to the poor were changing.
	k. In 1559 in London very limited help was provided by individuals for abandoned babies, the old and the sick. This was not common through the city.
	l. The 1576 Poor Relief Act recognised unemployment as a genuine problem and not simply due to laziness. This influenced people’s attitudes.

	m. In 1576 the Spanish Fury led to the sacking of Antwerp It was a major trading post from English cloth and woollen exports
	n. The introduction of a national poor law tax in 1572 was an important step forward in recognising that the poor were now society's responsibility. Citizens were called upon to support the needy, and anyone refusing to pay the tax was punished.
	o. The cloth trade was especially bad in 1572. Cloth accounted for 82% of England’s overseas trade.

	p. In 1573 there was a bad harvest and grain prices increased. Bread was the basis of most people’s diets.
In some poorer households 80% of their total income was spent on bread.
	q. In 1572 there were fears that the ‘social order’ might be threatened if the growing number of poor people
ganged together and vagabonds and beggars might turn to crime
	r. By 1560 one of the most important sources of poor
support had been private
benefactors who would leave
money in their will to establish
almshouses to provide shelter for the local poor. This was not very common.

	s. In 1559 it was against the law to look after a homeless person who was not from your neighbourhood. If caught you could be fined £1.
	t. In the 1560s there was an increase in the amount of land being enclosed. This led to tenant farmers being evicted and rural depopulation due to the increased rents.
	u. In 1563 wool accounted for
82% of England’s exports. This led to an increase in sheep farming and a reduction in arable farming. Food prices increased.



Key Terms
[image: ]

	1. How did people’s attitudes and the treatment of the poor change during the period 1558-1580? Use examples to support your response.









2. Why do you think that laws to improve poverty were introduced? Use examples to support your explanations.
 








3. Can you identify a turning point in the treatment of the poor and explain why it was important? 












	Exam Question - Describe two features of Elizabeth’s system of poor relief that were new.  (4 marks)

One feature…






A second feature…











Key Topic 3.3 Exploration
Why was there an increase in exploration during the Elizabethan period?

	TASK - What led the Elizabethans to explore? Study the cards and sort them into the 4 headings. Use a key to show your selections. Some cards might fit into more than one category:
Technology
Politics
Economics
Individuals


	
Conflict with Spain and the Netherlands hit the wool and cloth industry hard so merchants needed to expand their markets

	
New products were needed to sell following the trade embargo enforced by Phillip II
	
Reports from the New World indicated that there was an abundance of new crops and
precious metals

	Larger more stable ships called galleons developed in 16th century. They could hold larger cargos and essential supplies needed for long voyages. They were stable in heavy seas and could fire cannon from side, bow and stern to defend against piracy
and Spanish ships

	A vast majority of the Americas was undiscovered by European nations
	Spain was becoming very rich as a result of its silver mines in Peru

	Navigation was becoming more precise, for example Thomas Harriet worked out a way to use the sun to calculate the true sailing direction of a ship. Quadrants and astrolabes also made voyages more accessible.
	More accurate maps were available. In 1569, the Mercator map was developed. Sailors had a more realistic picture of the world when plotting voyages. Printing enabled these maps to become more widespread.

	A search for a north west passage (the belief in a quicker and safer route
to the Americas) was a driving force behind exploration



Key Terms 
	Trade embargo
	A trading ban. In 1568 King Phillip II imposed a trade embargo on English exports to the Netherlands because he was unhappy with English merchants who he believed were spreading Protestant ideas

	Galleons 
	Developed in the 16th century.  They were larger than traditional trading ships.  They used a different sail type too which made them quicker and easier to manoeuvre 

	Quadrants
	A device used by sailors to help with navigation. It was the shape of a quarter circle

	Astrolabes
	A circular instrument used by sailors to help with navigation at sea

	Mercator Map
	A map developed by Geradus Mercator in 1569



	Task – Complete the questions using the cards

1. Give two reasons why there were voyages of exploration during Elizabeth I’s reign. Use examples to support your response.







2. How did improved technology help to encourage long voyages? Give two examples
 








3. What do you think was the most important factor behind the growth in overseas exploration during the reign of Elizabeth I? Use at least two examples to support your decision. 
 














TASK - Read about Sir Francis Drake’s career and draw a line on your graph, drawing a rising or falling line depending on his level of success. You should add annotations to each point to show the event and to explain your decision.
[image: ]
	In 1567 Drake joined John Hawkins on his 3rd trading expedition across the Atlantic Ocean. The Spanish, angered at English attempts to break their trading monopoly in the New World, attacked them. The English fleet lost 325 men. Hawkins and Drake returned home with just 15 men. From this moment on, Drake hated the Spanish and wanted revenge.


[image: ]
In 1568 Drake came home to England. Despite his losses he found he was now a famous man. He had made a lot of money for the people who had invested in his voyage and this made it easy to find investors for future expeditions.   
	In 1577 Drake began his own expedition with 5 ships. The journey was very difficult and by the time Drake reached the Pacific Ocean in 1578 he only had 1 left, the Golden Hind. He had also executed one of his captains, accusing him of mutiny. Drake sailed on up the coast of South America, surviving by raiding Spanish colonies. His ship sailed far north and gathered useful information about the Americas that could be shared with other
English explorers


[image: ]In 1579 Drake landed for repairs in California. The Native Americans welcomed him and Drake interpreted their actions as an acceptance of Elizabeth as their queen. He therefore claimed the region in her name, calling it Nova Albion. Drake and Elizabeth ignored a ruling by the Pope in the 15th century that had divided the whole Americas between Spain and Portugal. They also ignored the rights of the native peoples.




	
In 1580 Drake and his 56 surviving men returned home after circumnavigating the globe. They were only the 2nd crew in history to achieve this. This raised English morale and showed the quality of English ships and sailors. This was reassuring at a time when war with Spain seemed to be coming closer.
In 1581 Elizabeth knighted Drake on the deck of the Golden Hind. This was a direct provocation to Phillip II of Spain and helped to worsen Anglo-Spanish relations.

How successful was Sir Francis Drake?
1581
1567
S
U
C
C
E
S
S






















	(1) How did the actions of Drake lead to an increase in exploration?










(2) What was Drake greatest achievement? Choose one of the following and explain your choice. 
· Boost to English pride
· Impact on exploration
· Impact on colonisation of North America
· Impact on English relations with Spain

















	‘Conflict with Spain and in the Netherlands was the most important factor in the increase in exploration during the Elizabethan period.’

What do you think? Write a judgment explaining your answer


















Key Topic 3.4 Raleigh and Virginia

How far do you agree that having good relations with the natives was the most important factor in establishing a successful colony in Virginia?

The First Voyage to Virginia, 1585
[image: ]The first attempt to colonise Virginia, both failed. There were several reasons for this. On the first journey the colonists left England too late. As a result they were unable to plant crops when they arrived. In addition the climate was hot and humid so the food supplies rotted quickly.
During the journey the Tiger suffered damage when a breach in its hull let seawater in that ruined its food supplies and seeds for planting. The gunpowder on board was also damaged which made hunting difficult. As a result of a lack of food the colonists had to rely on the natives for help.

Upon arrival the colonists were anticipating a much easier time. Based on what they had heard they assumed that it would be easy to collect precious metals, therefore when they were required to forage for nuts and berries it was a shock.
[image: ]
It became apparent that the merchants and gentlemen in the group had no intention of doing any hard labour or physical work. They expected to be able to control the natives for this. This proved impossible. In addition to this, the soldiers who made up the group were very good at defending the settlement, but they did not provide the necessary skills to farm the land. 
[image: ]
Lots of artisans (people with a skill such as bakers and stonemasons) made up the group. This presented problems because they had no raw materials to work with.
Eventually the natives turned against the settlers because they believed that they possess supernatural powers. This belief came from the deadly disease that the colonists spread to the local tribes. 


Roanoke, 1587-90
Despite the failed first settlement, another attempt at colonising Virginia set out from England in 1587. On this occasion there were 17 women and several families. Many of the colonists came from London’s poorer areas, therefore they would be familiar with hardship and willing to work hard for a better life. Each colonist was guaranteed 500 acres of land.
[image: ]When they arrived the natives were hostile from the outset. John White, who was made governor of the colony, lost his adviser, George Howe. He was later found dead with sixteen arrow wounds.

The colonists responded to this and attacked the native tribes. Unfortunately they killed friendly natives would might have been willing to help them. Lacking supplies, John White returned to England.

White’s journey back to Virginia was delayed by the war with Spain. When he eventually returned he found the settlement looted and abandoned
[image: ]
Based on the scant clues left behind, some speculated that Native Americans attacked and killed the English colonists. “Croatoan” was the name of an island south of Roanoke, now Hatteras Island, which at the time was home to a Native American tribe of the same name.

Alternatively, they might have tried to sail back to England on their own and been lost at sea, or been killed by hostile Spaniards who came north from their own settlements in Florida. One enduring theory was that the settlers might have been absorbed into friendly Native American tribes, perhaps after moving further inland into what is now North Carolina.
TASK – 
1. Organise the cards into examples that describe the first voyage and those that describe the second voyage to Roanoke (colour code them)
2. Now code each example to show if it is an example of a sensible decision (S) or a poor decision (P)
	Took a lot of soldiers with them
	Each colonist was guaranteed 500 acres of land

	Many of the colonist came from the poorer areas of London
	Landed in July 1585 during the summer.

	Their party lacked farmers
	Took families and children

	Attacked the natives and killed many of them
	The governor had to head back to England for supplies

	Several merchants and ‘gentlemen’ travelled with the colonists with the hope of getting rich quickly
	The colonists had a good skill set between them, for example there were several bakers and weavers and a stonemason.



Reasons why the colonisation of Virginia failed
TASK- add evidence and explanation to each reason
	Reason for failure
	Evidence (describe it)
	Explain ( How did it lead to the failure of the colony)

	

Lack of food



	
	

	

Poor leadership





	
	

	

Lack of skills and experience




	
	

	

Native American attack





	






	

	

The War with Spain




	
	



JUDGEMENT - How far do you agree that relations with the Native Americans was responsible for the failure in colonising Virginia? Explain your judgement fully giving a criteria.
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1563 Statute of Labourers

1572 Vagabonds Act

1576 Poor Relief Act

Q Aim: to ensure that poor relief
was collected

Q Aim:to deter vagrancy

a Aim: to distinguish between
able bodied and impotent
poor, and to help the able
bodied find work

Q Key features: anyone who
refused to pay poorrates could
be imprisoned

Q Officials failing to collect poor
relief could be fined £20

Q Key features: the Act stated
that vagrants were to be
whipped and a hole drilled
through each ear

Q Vagrants were to be imprisoned
for a second offence and the
death penalty for a third

Q It also established a national
poor rate for the first time

Q Towns and cities were given
responsibility to find work for the
able bodied poor

Q Key features: JPs provided the
able bodied poor with wool
and materials to make things to
sell

O Those who refused to work were
to be sent to a special prison
funded by poor rates. These
were call houses of correction
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Impotent or deserving
poor

People who were unable to work due to age or iliness

Lord Burghley

One of Elizabeth’s key ministers

JPs

Justices of the Peace (refer to your unit 1 glossary)

Vagrants

Homeless people without a job who roamed the countryside begging for money, perhaps
stealing or committing other crimes in order to survive

Pamphleteers

A person who printed/ handed out pamphlets spreading their views (like an early form of
newspaper)

Spanish Fury

Spain’s army stationed in the Netherlands mutinied and rampaged through the Dutch
provinces

Alms-houses

A house that provides residence or help for the poor

Arable

Arable farming refers to growing crops on farm land

Enclosure

The process of enclosing a number of small landholdings to create one larger farm. Once
enclosed, use of the land became restricted to the owner, and it ceased to be
common land for communal use.
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