Early Elizabethan England 1558-88

Key Topic 1: Queen, government and religion, 1558-69
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	Topic
	Learned
	Revised

	1. The situation on Elizabeth’s accession
	
	

	1.1 Elizabethan England in 1558
	
	

	1.2 The Virgin Queen
	
	

	1.3 Challenges at home and from abroad
	
	

	2. The ‘settlement’ of religion
	
	

	2.1 Religious divisions in England in 1558
	
	

	2.2 Elizabeth’s religious settlement, 1559
	
	

	2.3 The Church of England: its role in society
	
	

	3. Challenges to the religious settlement
	
	

	3.1 The Puritan challenge
	
	

	3.2 The Catholic challenge
	
	

	4. The problem of Mary, Queen of Scots
	
	

	4.1 Mary’s arrival in England, 1568
	
	

	4.2 Relations between Elizabeth and Mary, 1568-69
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Key Topic 1.1
The situation on Elizabeth’s accession
What was England like when Elizabeth came to the throne in 1558?

Tudor Family tree
Elizabeth and Mary were in the line of succession but were not legitimate due to Henry’s break with Rome
[image: ]Edward VI  - 
1547 – 1553
Mary I – 
1553 – 1558
Elizabeth I – 
1558 - 1603


	Study the family tree – 

Who is Elizabeth’s Mother?




What did Henry do to be able to marry her mother?




Why would the Catholics dislike Elizabeth and not accept her as the legitimate Queen?





What was England like in 1558? Read the statements and sort them under the headings – Social, Political, Economic and Religious.
	Key terms
Accession - The attainment of a position of power
Economic depression - A long-term downturn in economic activity
Agriculture - The science and practice of farming
Illegitimate - Not born of parents lawfully married
Gentry - The class of people next below nobility


RELIGIOUS
POLITICAL
ECONOMIC
SOCIAL



	England’s woollen and cloth industry was its most important. It produced the finest cloth in Europe.
	The upper classes
benefited from the
growing wealth of
the country, but
poverty and
unemployment were growing in the
lower classes.
	England was officially
a Catholic country
but there was a
growing number of
Protestants.
	Trade and industry
grew rapidly and
England became a more commercial country. Mining of coal, tin and lead flourished.

	England’s industry
was predominantly
agricultural and the
1550s saw a number of bad harvests.
	Parliament was summoned and dismissed by the monarch.
	England did not have a police force or a regular army to keep order.
	In 1558, Elizabeth
had rejected the
Catholic King Philip
II of Spain’s
marriage proposal

	England had a rigid social hierarchy. It was believed that your social position was ordered by God.
	Catholics believed that Elizabeth was illegitimate and should not be queen.
	The European cloth industry collapsed in the 1550s leading to an economic depression.
	Elizabeth inherited a
government full of
Catholic politicians holding key positions.

	There was significant pressure for Elizabeth to marry and have children.
	In 1558, England
was at war with
France, which was
expensive and
going badly for the
English. By 1558
England was almost bankrupt.
	The north and west of England was
predominantly
Catholic whereas
London and the south east were Protestant regions.
	A queen who ruled in her own right was something very new and it seemed unnatural to 16th century society for a woman to rule.




TASK - Queen Elizabeth needs to know what kind of state the country is in.  Therefore she has asked you to undertake an assessment of the country. Using your statements and own knowledge, complete an analysis on England’s position in 1558 under the headings in the table. You should include:
· Three to four bullet points for each section
· Highlight the most significant point in each section, e.g. the greatest strength, threat, weakness and so on.

	Strengths - areas where the country does well or advantages of the country
	Weaknesses- areas to be improved

	








	

	Opportunities - external factors/ events that might contribute to the country and make it stronger
	Threats - potential risks or problems

	









	



	Exam Question - Describe two features of England when Elizabeth came to the throne.

Feature 1 – 






Feature 2 - 









What were the key features of society and government in 1558?
Society and government in 1558
Society and government in 1558 Elizabethan England was often violent and dangerous. There was no police force or permanent army, keeping order relied upon a clear social structure in which everyone knew their place and had a role. Elizabethan society, government, and law and order were based on inequality.
In society Elizabethans had a very clear idea of where everyone belonged. The monarch was at the top of the social scale as the most important member of the nobility, followed by the rest of the nobility and gentry. Your place in this hierarchy was generally determined by how much land you had and whether you owned or rented it. About 90% of England’s population lived and worked in the countryside. 
Yeomen were men who held a small amount of land or an estate – they were essentially lower gentry.
Tenant farmers farmed rented land, which was usually owned by yeomen or the gentry.
In towns, the hierarchy was based on wealth and occupation. Wealthy merchants were at the top, followed by professionals, such as lawyers, doctors, teachers and the clergy. Next came business owners and highly skilled craftsmen who employed others. This was followed by skilled craftsmen, such as silversmiths, glovers, carpenters or tailors, who could be quite wealthy business owners. Unskilled labourers and the unemployed came at the bottom of society.
Wherever you were in Elizabethan society, deference was expected; you owed respect and obedience to those above you and had a duty of care to those below you. Landowners ran their estates according to these ideas. Ideally they would take care of their tenants, especially during times of hardship.

TASK – read through the information and complete the comprehension task 

	In 1558, ____% of the population worked in agriculture. The country was becoming more ___________during the Elizabethan era. Social position relied upon ______– whether you owned it or not. ___________ was expected and wherever you were in the social hierarchy. You had to show obedience and respect to those above you and have a duty of care for those below you.



What was the structure in the Elizabethan government?
	Key terms:
Courtiers = Noble members of the court. Courtiers spent much of their lives with Elizabeth I.
Extraordinary taxation= Occasional, additional taxation to pay for unexpected expenses, especially war.
Militia= A military force of ordinary people, rather than soldiers, usually raised in an emergency



	What
	Key features
	Role

	[image: ]COURT
	A group of people who lived in, or near, the same palace or house as the monarch. It was made up of members of the nobility. They were the monarch key servants & advisers.
	• To entertain and advise
the monarch
• A public display of wealth
& power
• Courtiers had influence
with the monarch rather
than actual power

	PRIVY COUNCIL
[image: ]
	Made up of leading courtiers and advisers, as well as nobles and very senior government officials. There were 19 members chosen by the monarch. They met 3 time per week. The monarch attended these.
	To debate issues and
advise the monarch
• Made sure monarchs
decisions were carried out
• Oversaw law and order
• Monitored Justices of the
peace and parliament

	PARLIAMENT
[image: ]
	Made up of the House of Lords and Commons. Could only be called and dismissed by the monarch. Called 10 times during Elizabeth’s reign.
	To grant extraordinary
taxation
• Passed Laws (Acts of
Parliament)
• Offered advice to the
monarch

	LORDS
LIEUTENANT
[image: ]
	Members of nobility. They were
unpaid and reported to the
Privy Council. It was a position of status.

	In charge of raising and
training the local militia
and overseeing county
defences
• Oversaw enforcement of
policies

	JUSTICES OF THE
[image: ]PEACE
	


	Each county had one and was chosen by the monarch. They
were members of the nobility
and were often on the Privy
Council. Essential to
maintaining the England’s
defences
	To ensure economic and
social policies were
carried out
• Heard county court cases
every 3 months for more
serious crimes
• Part of local government



TASK - Use the chart to outline who would be involved in the issues in the table below
	Issue
	Who would be involved?

	Who has the power to grant new taxation?

	

	Who will deal with a riot or public disorder?

	

	There’s a dispute in Parliament, who would you seek advice from?
	

	Who would arrange Elizabeth’s safe passage through Lancaster?

	

	Who will try someone who has committed a murder?

	

	Making sure the government will win a key vote in
Parliament?
	

	Organise the stay of a foreign ambassadors?

	

	Ensuring the south coast is well defended against
Spanish invasions?
	

	Could heavily influence the Queen?

	

	Could raise the money for a war?

	



	Exam Question – Describe two features of Elizabethan government ( 4 marks)

One feature of Elizabethan government was the Royal Court. This was…







Another feature was…










What problems did Elizabeth face when she became queen?
[image: ]
Study the cards and sort them into the headings below.
Use the provided key to show each category.

The French threat
Financial weakness
Gender and marriage
Legitimacy




	a. Elizabeth I’s legitimacy was in doubt because of how her father had divorced his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, in order to marry Elizabeth’s mother, Anne Boleyn.
	e. France was wealthier and had
a larger population than
England. It was also England’s traditional enemy and was an ally of England’s other traditional enemy, Scotland.
	i. In 1536, when Anne Boleyn was executed for treason, Henry VIII himself declared Elizabeth illegitimate and excluded her from the succession. However, he later reversed his decision.

	b. Many people thought that women were not capable of ruling. They
used evidence of Mary I’s reign
whereby England lost a war to
France, had poor finances and her marriage to King Phillip II of Spain was so unpopular that it led to rebellion.
	f. A queen who ruled in her own right was something very new and it seemed unnatural to 16th century society for a woman to rule.
	j. Mary, Queen of Scots, declared herself the legitimate Catholic claimant to the English throne when Mary I died. Mary was
Elizabeth’s second cousin.
Catholics who had not accepted
Henry VIII’s marriage to Anne
Boleyn could support her claim to be monarch.

	c. Women were not considered to be physically, mentally or emotionally capable of governing, and even the home was supposed to be under the authority of the husband or father.
	g. When she took the throne, the
Crown was £300,000 in debt, which was a huge sum in 1558.
In contrast, the total annual income of the Crown at that time was approximately £286,667.
	k. To be strong, Elizabeth had to be wealthy. Defending England and her throne was very expensive. However, Elizabeth’s
government did not have much
money, as England had fought
costly wars before her reign

	d. The Christian religion taught that women should be under the authority of men. Furthermore,
monarchs were still expected to
lead their armies into battle
	h. Scotland was an independent country and a traditional enemy of England. England’s border with Scotland was remote and hard to defend, which meant it saw constant fighting and raids.
	l. In the 16th century it was unusual for women to be in a position of power.



Exam Question – 12 mark Explain
Give 3 reasons in 3 paragraphs PEE paragraphs
Explain why Elizabeth I faced problems when she became Queen in 1558. You may use the following in your answer 
· Elizabeth’s legitimacy
· England’s financial weakness’
You must also use information of your own
Use this grid to PLAN your answer

	P – One reason why is…
	E – An example of this is … x2
	E – This was important because…

	









	1.




2.
	

	










	1.





2.
	

	











	1.





2.
	



	Elizabeth faced a range of issues when she became Queen in 1558, for example…
This can be highlighted by… This presented a problem because…

England’s financial weaknesses were also a significant problem…

This can be supported by…

This suggests that…



	What was the greatest threat to Elizabeth as she became queen? Explain your judgement by giving it a criteria.












How could religion destroy Elizabethan England?
The Religious changes in Tudor England
[image: ]Henry creates Church of England (Protestantism) so he can marry Anne Boleyn. He continues to worship as a Catholic.

[image: ]
Edward then rules England as a Protestant country.





[image: ]Mary (whose mum was Catherine of Aragon) rules the country as a Catholic when Edward dies. Actively persecuting Protestants.






	



Topic 1.2 Religious differences in Tudor England

The Reformation: The Reformation began in Europe because a growing number of people believed that the Roman Catholic Church had become corrupt, greedy and no longer represented a truly Christian life and therefore it needed to be reformed. This led some people, known as Protestants, to abandon the Roman Catholic faith altogether and establish their own Churches, without the Pope. The English Reformation began in 1532, when Henry VIII broke away from Rome. Henry was not a true Protestant; his religious conversion was borne out of his desire to secure a divorce from his first wife.

Protestants: Most ordinary people could not read or write in Latin. When the Bible was only in Latin, as the Catholic Church believed it should be, ordinary people had to accept whatever the Church told them was God’s will because they had no power to interpret the Bible in any other way. Protestants believed that the Bible should be translated into their own languages so that people were able to more easily engage with their religion. They believed that people should have their own direct relationship with God through prayer and study and that sin could only be forgiven by God and not the Church.

Puritans: Now that people were able to understand and study the Bible for themselves, some more extreme Protestants wanted to base their religion solely on what was in the Bible. Few of the traditional church decorations, such as crucifixes, and ceremonies were in the Bible. Nor were certain Church offices, such as bishops, so why were they needed? They also believed that the bread and wine simply represented the Last Supper in the Bible and that there was no miracle. Under a threat this serious, the Roman Catholic Church focused on strengthening the Catholic faith. Many countries were divided, leading to persecution and even civil and religious wars. 

When Mary I was queen of England, around 300 Protestants were burned for their religious beliefs. Many more escaped to more tolerant Protestant states, such as the Netherlands. They returned to England when Elizabeth inherited the throne as much more committed Protestants with more extreme beliefs. Radical Protestants were often referred to as Puritans because they wanted to ‘purify’ the Christian religion by getting rid of anything that wasn’t in the Bible. Puritan congregations wanted to manage their own churches themselves, choosing their own ministers, and not bishops or the Pope. However, under that system, there was no role for the monarch as head of the Church, either. Furthermore, Puritan churches would be very basic, without even the altars, music or special clothes for priests that could be found in some Protestant churches and that Elizabeth I liked.
	1. The Pope is the
head of the Church
	7. Underneath the
Pope are cardinals,
archbishops,
bishops and priests
	13. here should not
be a pope
	19. The Church acts
as an intermediary
between God and
the people

	2. The Church can
forgive sins
	8. It is not necessary
to have cardinals,
archbishops or
bishops
	14. The Bible and
church services
should be in Latin
	20. The Bible and
church services
should be in your
own language

	3. People have a
direct relationship
with God
	9. Only God can
forgive sins
	15. During mass a
miracle occurs
when the bread
and wine become
the body and blood
of Christ
	21. The bread and
wine represent the
Last Supper, there is
no miracle

	4. Priests should
wear vestments
	10. Churches should
be plain so as not to
distract from
worship
	16. Priests can get
married
	22. Priests don’t
have to wear
special clothing

	5. Wanted to
manage their own
Churches without
Bishops
	11. Churches should
be highly
decorated
	17. There are seven
sacraments
	23. Priests must not
marry

	6. There are two
sacraments:
baptism and Holy
Communion
	12. No role for the
Monarch as head of
the Church
	18. The Church
should be purified
by getting rid of
anything that wasn’t in the Bible
	24. No music
allowed in church


[image: venn.png]TASK - Read through the information and plot the numbers on the Venn diagram 












Task - Comprehension – Use the information and completed Venn diagram 
(1) What were three main differences between the religions?

·  
·  
·  

(2) Were there any similarities?



(3) What were the key features of Puritan religious beliefs?



(4) What were the THREE main differences between the Catholics and the Protestants?
·  
·  
·  

(4) In what ways were the Puritans even more radical than the Protestants?





(5) What kind of Church did people want?


(6) Make a list of all the reasons why it was going to be difficult for Elizabeth to solve the divisions over religion when she became Queen?



What was Elizabeth’s religious settlement (1559)
Elizabeth’s religious settlement, 1559
Elizabeth wanted to find a compromise when it came to religion in England. This meant establishing a form of Protestantism that Catholics could accept. Elizabeth ruled out the Puritan religion because she didn’t want to turn Catholics against her. Puritans also wanted to develop their own Church, under their own leadership, which would challenge her authority as queen.
What were the features of the religious settlement? Elizabeth I’s religious settlement was designed to be accepted by as many of her subjects as possible. It came in three parts.
	Part 1: The Act of Supremacy made Elizabeth supreme governor of the Church of England
-all clergy and royal officials had to swear an oath of allegiance to her as the head of the Church. Under this Act, a church high commission was established to maintain discipline within the church and enforce the queen’s religious settlement. Members of the clergy whose loyalty was in doubt could be punished.



	Part 2: The Act of Uniformity established the appearance of churches and the form of services they held. The Act introduced a set form of church service in the Book of Common Prayer to be used in all churches. The clergy had to use the wording of the Prayer Book when conducting services. Anyone who refused to use it was punished. The wording of the service was deliberately unclear so that, for example, Catholics could take it as meaning the bread and wine became the body and blood of Christ, while Protestants could take it as simply an act of remembrance. It said that priests were to wear special clothing. The Act of Uniformity also ordered that everyone was to attend church on a Sunday and other holy days, such as Good Friday, or else be fined one shilling for every absence. Earnings varied widely, the Labourers’ Act of 1563 said that labourers could earn up to three pence a day, skilled craftsmen could earn up to four pence a day and a servant could earn between eight and nine pence a week. Therefore, for many people, a fine for not attending church on a Sunday could total a week’s pay. For the nobility, however, a shilling was not a serious amount of money.



	3. The Royal Injunctions was a set of instructions, issued by Sir William Cecil on behalf of the queen to the clergy, on a wide range of issues to reinforce the acts of Supremacy and
Uniformity. It included:
· Instructions on how people should worship God and the structure of services.
· All clergy were to teach the Royal Supremacy (that the Queen was head of the Church)
· Anyone who refused to attend church was to be reported to the Privy Council
· Each parish was to have a copy of the Bible in English
· No-one was allowed to preach without a licence from the government
· Pilgrimages and monuments to fake miracles were banned
· The clergy were to wear special vestments


How was the religious settlement enforced? 
The Church was responsible for helping to enforce the religious settlement. Visitations were inspections of churches and clergy by bishops to ensure that everyone took the oath of supremacy and were following the terms of the religious settlement. The first visitations were in 1559 and resulted in up to 400 clergy being dismissed. In some places those carrying out the visitations caused a great deal of destruction of decorations and statues in churches, which was more action than Elizabeth wanted. In addition, she made it clear that she did not want people’s religious beliefs investigated too closely. After 1559, visitations took place every three to four years. They were very wide-ranging and did not just cover the Church. For example, not only did clergy have to present their preaching licences, but teachers, midwives, surgeons and physicians had to provide the licences that allowed them to practice their jobs. In this way, the Church was able to monitor other professions for the government.
The clergy 
All members of the Church had to take the oath of supremacy under the Act of Supremacy if they were to keep their posts. 8,000 priests and less important clergy did so. There were 10,000 parishes in England at this time so this shows that the religious settlement was largely successful.
When it came to the bishops, however, only one agreed to take the oath. The others all had to step down and Elizabeth appointed 27 new bishops. This gave her the opportunity to put Protestants in place. She could not afford to lose the support of these new bishops, as there was a shortage of qualified Protestant clergy in England.
	The people 
The majority of ordinary people accepted Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement and attended the Church of England services, even though many of them held on to Catholic beliefs. The wording of the new Prayer Book helped this because it could be understood to mean different things by Catholics and Protestants according to their beliefs. Parishes in the north of England were slow to change to the new services, however. Nevertheless, Elizabeth made it clear that she did not want the settlement enforced too strongly, even if people were recusants (a Catholic who refused to attend the new church services). In most of the country the change of religion was smooth. However, in some places Protestants welcomed the new Elizabethan Religious Settlement with sometimes violent enthusiasm, for example in London there was some destruction of statues and ornaments in churches



Appearance of churches
The Royal Injunctions allowed images in churches. This helped them to keep their familiar look so that the new changes were less unsettling. The Catholic Churches continued to have an altar set apart from the congregation with painted walls and stained glass windows and priests continued to wear ornate robes. Protestant churches remained plain with the royal crest instead of religious decorations. 


 
	Task – summarise the changes Elizabeth made.


[image: ][image: ]This made Elizabeth supreme governor of the Church of England. All clergy and Royal officials had to swear an oath of allegiance to Elizabeth as head of the Church.
This was designed to establish the appearance and services of Churches. Some aspects of Catholicism remained and some aspects of Protestantism remained. 
The Act of Uniformity
The Act of Supremacy

The Clergy
Royal Injunctions






The People




The Churches






TASK - Study the changes that Elizabeth introduced as part of her Religious Settlement. Use the key provided to show if each change would have pleased Protestants, Catholics or both.
All clergy and royal officials had to swear an oath of allegiance to Elizabeth.
Made Elizabeth ‘Supreme governor of the Church of England.’ She purposefully changed her title from head governor to appease the Catholics, which it did.
Protestant
Catholic 
Both
Crosses and candlesticks to be placed on communion table.
Book of prayer in ALL churches, all were in English. The removal of Latin upset the Catholics, many got round this by going to Elizabeth’s churches then taking mass privately later.
Every parish had to have a copy of the Bible in English, accessible to all
The wording of the service were deliberately unclear so Catholics and Protestants could interpret them to suit their own services.
Priests could now get married
A set form of service using the common book of prayer in all churches, and all were in English.
Ornaments and decorations were allowed and singing hymns continued, this pleased everyone other than Puritan bishops, images were also allowed.
Priests had to wear special clothing accessible to all as a compromise to Catholics, Puritans did not like this.
Pilgrimages and monuments to ‘fake’ miracles were banned.
An ecclesiastical (church related) High Commission was set up to maintain the discipline within the church

























	The religion that would be happiest following Elizabeth’s religious changes is…











Exam Question – Describe two features of the Elizabethan settlement – 4 marks
	One feature of Elizabeth’s religious settlement was…

This was…


A second feature was…


This was…






Topic 1.3 Challenges to the Settlement of Religion
Read the information and use 2 different colours to highlight 
(1) Challenges to Elizabeth  
(2) Elizabeth’s response to these.
	Puritans
Elizabeth felt she had settled what England’s religion should be like, but Puritans (strict Protestants) wanted further changes. Refusal to obey Elizabeth’s rules was a direct challenge to her authority as Supreme Governor of the Church of England. Elizabeth ordered that each church had to have a crucifix (an image of Jesus on the cross) on display, so that Catholics would feel more comfortable worshipping there after the changes. Many clergymen and bishops refused to do this and threatened to resign. Elizabeth did not have enough trained Protestant clergy to replace them so she backed down, but kept a crucifix in her own Royal Chapel.

By 1565 many Puritans ministers were refusing to wear vestments (special robes for priests) or following rules for religious services properly. The Archbishop of Canterbury sacked all clergy who refused to wear them. The vast majority eventually accepted that vestments had to be worn.



	Catholics
In 1566 the papacy (Pope) told English Catholics that they must not attend Church of England services. The government brought in recusancy fines and imprisonment for people who did not attend. Elizabeth ordered the authorities not to investigate recusants too closely because she did not want to create martyrs. This unofficial compromise helped to keep Catholics quiet and keep the peace for several years.

In 1569 two Catholic lords began the Revolt of the Northern Earls, an armed uprising that took over much of Northern England. The Earls called on Catholic lords and gentlemen to join them but the vast majority stayed loyal to Elizabeth. Nonetheless, once the revolt was crushed she ordered hundreds of public executions to display her power, showing how seriously she had taken the threat.



(1) Which threat was most serious?




(2) Which of Elizabeth’s responses was most successful?


[image: ][image: ]

	1. What does this map suggest about the religious situation in the 1560’s?










	2.  Why was Elizabeth vulnerable?








Religious challenges aboard

[image: ]
	In 1562 a religious war broke out in France. Elizabeth was concerned because it had the potential to fuel religious conflict in England. Elizabeth agreed to help French Protestants, with the objective of Calais returning to English rule. The policy failed and the French Protestants made peace with the Catholics later in 1562. In 1564, Elizabeth signed the Treaty of Troyes, confirming that Calais belonged to France. Furthermore, Elizabeth’s involvement in supporting the Protestant rebels resulted in a worsening of relations with King Phillip II of Spain.



	In 1563, King Phillip II banned the import of English cloth to the Netherlands (at this time the Netherlands belonged to Spain) because he took the view that English merchants were encouraging the spread of Protestantism there. In response Elizabeth ceased trade with the Netherlands. This trade embargo affected both countries economically. It lasted for one year.


[image: See the source image]
	Throughout the 1550s there had been growing discontent in the Netherlands about Spanish involvement in Dutch affairs, for example King Phillip II reorganised the Dutch government and Church. In addition to this he brought the Spanish Inquisition* to the Netherlands. These actions united Catholics and Protestants against Spain and in 1566 a Dutch revolt broke out.
In response Phillip sent the Duke of Alba with an army of 10,000 men to put down the revolt and by 1568 it had been defeated. Alba set about enforcing Spanish obedience and Catholicism. Thousands of Protestants who had been protesting violently were condemned to death and thousands more fled into exile, many settling in England.



 
	Alba’s army and its mission against Protestants troubled Elizabeth, mainly because it was so close to England. Elizabeth could not afford to go to war; therefore she openly condemned the Dutch rebels. Many Protestants believed that Spain (the greatest Catholic power) wanted to destroy Protestantism everywhere, including England. This put Elizabeth under pressure to deal with Alba. Elizabeth knew that England did not have the resources to take on Spain and she was also mindful that a religious war could lead to religious unrest or even a civil war in England.


[image: See the source image]
	Many Dutch rebels fled the Netherlands by water. They were known as Sea Beggars. They attacked Spanish ships in the English Channel that were supplying Alba and his army. In 1567, Elizabeth allowed the Sea Beggars to shelter in English harbours.



	In 1568, Spanish ships carrying gold to pay Alba’s troops took refuge in English ports from Sea Beggars. The gold was a loan to Phillip from bankers in the Italian city of Genoa. Elizabeth took the money, arguing that since it was a loan it didn’t belong to Spain but to the Italian bankers. This event was known as the Genoese Loan. These actions greatly angered the Spanish. Elizabeth was attempting to make Spain’s role in the Netherlands as difficult as possible, with the objective of encouraging Spanish forces to leave so that the Dutch could govern themselves. This policy of harassing Spain was risky. In 1568-69, the Catholic threat became more serious.


 
	In 1569, the Revolt of the Northern Earls had taken place. This revolt was led by senior Catholic, English earls in the north of England. They hoped that some of Alba’s troops would land in Hartlepool and support it. This did not occur, but the rebellion encouraged Phillip II and the Pope to back further plots against Elizabeth.











TASK – Complete the table on the events – one has been done for you.
	Event
	Description
	Effect
	How successful did Elizabeth deal with the event? (score
/10 & explanation)

	Religious war in
France (1562)
	Elizabeth helped French
Protestant rebels, hoping to get Calais back in return.
The plan failed when the Protestants made peace with the Catholics.
	Elizabeth accepted
French control of Calais.
Her support for French
Protestants angered Philip
II of Spain.
	2/10 because she upset Spain which had the potential to invade England. Also Elizabeth
had to accept that France controlled Calais

	Trade embargo
(1563)








	








	
	

	The Dutch Revolt
(1566)







	








	
	

	Genoese Loan
(1568)








	









	
	



	1. Why did Elizabeth help Protestants in France in 1562?




2. Why did Spain get involved in the Dutch Revolt in 1567?





3. Why was Elizabeth worried about the Spanish army in the Netherlands?





4. Explain how Elizabeth’s actions angered King Philip II of Spain?





5. Overall, how successful did Elizabeth deal with the threats from abroad? Use examples in your response.











EXAM QUESTION - Describe two features of Elizabeth’s relations with Spain in the years 1558-69. (4 marks)
	One feature of Elizabeth’s relations with Spain was …


This was…


A second feature was…


This was…




EXAM QUESTION - Explain why there were clashes over religion from 1558-69.
In your answer you should refer to:
• Recusancy
• Vestments
You must also refer to information of your own. (12 marks)
	P – One reason why is…
	E – An example of this is … x2
	E – This was important because…

	






	1.



2.



	

	







	1.



2.
	

	






	1.



2.



	



	Judgement – The most important reason for clashes was….

This is because…









Topic 1.4 The problem of Mary Queen of Scots
[image: ]

	TASK - Study the family tree and answer the following questions

If Elizabeth was the Queen but stayed unmarried, then Mary, Queen of Scots was…
 
 

However, if Elizabeth was illegitimate then Mary, Queen of Scots was…







TASK - Read about Mary Queen of Scots and insert a heading for each paragraph about her life (The main focus of the paragraph) . An example has been completed for you.

The problem of Mary, Queen of Scots
[image: ]
	Title – LEGITIMATE HEIR
Mary, Queen of Scots, was a Catholic with a strong claim to the English throne. Born on 8
December, 1542 she was Henry VII’s great granddaughter, Elizabeth I’s second cousin, and there were no issues about her legitimacy




	Title –
She became Queen of Scots at just 6 days old when her father King James V died. She was Elizabeth’s second cousin. Her mother, Mary of Guise, was from a very powerful French Catholic family. Mary of Guise ruled as regent of Scotland while her daughter grew up as a Catholic in France. The Scots betrothed the young queen to Francis, the four-year-old heir to the French crown, and in April 1558, the young couple were duly married and Francis became king in 1559, briefly uniting the French and Scottish crowns.



	Title –
Meanwhile, in 1560, Elizabeth helped Scotland’s Protestant lords defeat Mary of Guise, who had been ruling Scotland for her daughter. Scotland’s Protestant lords resented the French Catholic influence in their country, so in 1559 they began a rebellion. Although Elizabeth was cautious to send help to a rebellion which could see the deposing of an anointed monarch, she was also under constant threat: with French help, Mary, Queen of Scots, could take her throne. With the encouragement of her advisers, Elizabeth secretly sent money and troops.



	Title –
The rebellion ended with the Treaty of Edinburgh in 1560 with the Protestants in control of the Scottish government. The treaty said that Mary, Queen of Scots, would give up her claim to the English throne. However, Mary herself never approved the treaty, and maintained that she had a claim to the English throne. She wanted to be named as Elizabeth’s heir. Elizabeth did not name any heir, fearing Mary’s popularity with English Catholics.



 

	Title –
In 1565, Mary married her cousin the Earl of Darnley. Their relationship quickly broke down and, she became increasingly close to her advisor, the Earl of Bothwell. In 1567 Darnley was murdered due to his role in the murder of Mary’s Italian secretary David Rizzio. Mary was suspected of involvement because one of the likely murderers was the Earl of Bothwell.


 
	Title –
As a result of this, the Protestant lords in Scotland rebelled again and Mary was imprisoned in Lochleven Castle, then forced to abdicate in favour of her son, James.
Mary escaped in 1568 and raised an army but was defeated. In May 1568 she arrived in England, asking for help to regain her throne.



	Title –
Mary had hoped Elizabeth would support her cause but her arrival in England put her cousin in a difficult position. The Catholic Mary also had a strong claim to the English throne so Elizabeth had her imprisoned and kept under surveillance. Mary’s arrival in England in May 1568 was a problem to which there was no good solution.
Elizabeth did not approve of subjects overthrowing their monarchs, but she was aware of the potential threat Mary posed to her throne. Mary was held in comfort, but under guard, until Elizabeth decided what to do with her.



	Title –
She refused to plead guilty or not guilty to Darnley’s murder in a special court that Elizabeth arranged, unless Elizabeth guaranteed a not guilty verdict, which Elizabeth refused. Mary insisted that no court could try an anointed monarch.



	Title –
No verdict could solve the Mary, Queen of Scots, problem. If found guilty, she would be returned to the rebel Scottish lords as their prisoner, and Elizabeth would have been supporting the deposing of an anointed monarch, who was also her cousin. If found innocent, Mary would be free to raise an army, possibly with foreign Catholic support, which would pose too big a threat to Elizabeth’s throne. The court did not reach any conclusions. Mary therefore stayed in England, in captivity.


KEY TERMS
	Anointed
	blessed with holy oil during the coronation, marked from this moment as different to other people

	Abdicate
	give up her right to the Scottish throne

	Legitimacy
	born in lawful wedlock

	Regent
	a person appointed to administer a state because the monarch is a
minor or is absent or incapacitated


What should Elizabeth do about Mary?
	TASK - 
a. write down the possible consequences of each choice facing Elizabeth 
b. You should label or colour-code these into good and bad consequences. 



	A) Help Mary to regain her throne in Scotland
	B) Hand Mary over to the Scottish lords














	C) Allow Mary to go abroad (probably to France)
	D) Keep Mary in England under house arrest














	Which was the best option for Elizabeth? Explain why.









TASK - Study the event cards. For each event you will need to decide on a score out of 10 for the level of threat Mary posed to Elizabeth and a brief explanation for your chosen score.
	1548: Mary was sent to France where she married Francis II and was raised at the court of Henry II. Mary had a strong claim to the throne of England and she was being brought up as a Catholic with strong ties to France.


Level of threat – 
Explanation – 





	1560: Elizabeth supported Scottish Protestant Lords who rebelled against the Catholic influence. The
Treaty of Edinburgh ended the rebellion. It said that Mary would give up her claim to the throne of England. Mary claims she never approved this.
Level of threat – 
Explanation – 

	1560: Mary started displaying England’s coat of arms to show her claim to the throne. Elizabeth was furious.




Level of threat – 
Explanation – 


	1561: Mary returned to
Scotland. The country, thanks for Elizabeth’s support was run by Protestant Lords. Mary had little power and was friendly to Elizabeth.
Level of threat – 
Explanation – 





	1565: Mary married Darnley, who also had a claim to the English throne.


Level of threat – 
Explanation – 

	1566: The birth of Mary’s son, James, strengthened the family claim and reminded Elizabeth of her childless state.

Level of threat – 
Explanation – 


	1568: Mary arrived in England, asking Elizabeth’s support in regaining her throne. This placed Elizabeth in an impossible position.
Level of threat – 
Explanation – 







	
	




EXAM QUESTION - Explain why the Catholic threat to Elizabeth I increased after 1566. 
You may use the following in your answer:
• The Dutch Revolt
• Mary, Queen of Scots’ arrival in England in 1568.
You must also use information of your own. (12 Marks)
	P – One reason why is…
	E – An example of this is … x2
	E – This was important because…

	






	1.



2.



	

	







	1.



2.
	

	






	1.



2.



	




	Judgement – What was the most important reason why the Catholic threat increased after 1556? Explain why. 
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